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Cargolux signs deal with Lufthansa Technik AG for GEnx-2B reverser service

Inauguration of India’s first integrated heliport at Delhi

Cargolux has signed a contract with 
Lufthansa Technik AG focusing 

on expanding business between the 
two companies. Based on the contract, 
Lufthansa Technik’s Airframe Related 
Component (ARC®) unit will provide 
maintenance, repair and overhaul of the 
thrust reversers on the Cargolux fleet 
of Boeing 747-8 aircraft. The all-cargo 
airline based in Luxembourg presently 
operates 14 Boeing 747-8 freighter 

aircraft, in addition to a fleet of twelve 
747-400 freighters.

Lufthansa Technik will provide support 
in case of non-scheduled events and 
worldwide on-site assistance, comple-
menting a planned reverser overhaul 
programme which includes preven-
tive maintenance. An adequate pool of 
spares will be established and main-
tained, enabling Cargolux to make use of 
spare thrust reversers under a loan and/

Country’s first Integrated Heliport 
was inaugurated by Ministry of Civil 

Aviation in collaboration with Pawan 
Hans at Rohini Heliport, Delhi. Mr 
Ashok Gajapathi Raju, Minister for Civil 
Aviation said that the heliport was an 
excellent infrastructure but pointed out 
that helicopter services in India are still 
at a nascent stage. He added that the 
facility will keep the cost under control 
as MRO facility has been incorporated. 
This would also help in job creation. 
Speaking to media later, he said that joy 
rides have a future. He also expressed 

the hope that the pilot training centre 
would come up soon.

The Minister of State for Civil Aviation, 
Mr Jayant Sinha said that the Aviation 
sector is making history almost every 
day and that the heliport is one such 
event. He said that the facility will be 
useful in providing medical emergency, 
public safety and enhancing tourism. 
Shri Sinha also said that helicopter ser-
vices could become economically viable 
if the prevailing 25 percent tax on ATF 
was reduced.

The secretary for Civil Aviation, Mr R.N. Boeing received five
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or exchange program if required.
Georgios Ouzounidis, vice president 

corporate sales Europe at Lufthansa 
Technik, said, “We are delighted that 
Cargolux puts its trust into our know-
how and experience. We have already 
successfully worked together with the 
freight carrier in the framework of an 
ARC® contract. This new long-term 
contract will put our collaboration on a 
new level.”  

Choubey said that it is part of National 
Aviation Policy to have four heliports, 
one in each region and Rohini’s heliport 
is the first step. He also said that heli-
copter operations could be shifted from 
Indira Gandhi International Airport to 
Rohini.

The Rohini heliport will offer all 
helicopter operational services and will 
relieve the congestion at Indira Gan-
dhi International Airport. Apart from 
this, it will also promote Regional Air 
connectivity through helicopters in the 
northern states for regular passenger 
services, heli services, landing & parking 
of helicopters, Helicopters Maintenance 
Services, disaster management, helicop-
ter emergency medical services (HeMS), 
law & order surveillance. The Heliport 
consists of a terminal building having 
capacity of 150 passengers, 4 hangers 
with parking capacities for 16 helicop-
ters and 9 parking bays.

A roadmap to link all the main destina-
tion from this Heliport such as Ex-Delhi 
to Shimla, Haridwar, Dehradun Mathura, 
Agra, Meerut and Industrial Hubs such as 
Manesar, Bahadurgarh etc has been pre-
pared by Pawan Hans. They will provide 
air connectivity between Delhi and neigh-
boring cities from Rohini Heliport.

Photo Caption: The Union Minister for Civil Aviation, Mr Ashok Gajapathi Raju Pusapati dedicating the First 
Integrated Heliport to the Nation, at Rohini Heliport, in Delhi
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Iran Air receives its first 
A330-200 as fleet upgrade 
continues

Boeing and CDB Aviation Lease 
Finance sign deal for 30 737 MAX 8 
airplanes

The delivery of the aircraft is part of Iran Air’s 
major fleet renewal plan, and is the first wide 

body from a firm order placed by the national 
carrier of Iran in December 2016 for 100 Airbus 
aircraft (46 single aisle and 54 wide-body jets) to 
renew and expand its fleet with new aircraft.

Iran Air’s A330-200 features a two class cabin 
layout, seating 32 passengers in business and 
206 in economy.

The delivery, which took place at the Airbus 
delivery centre in Toulouse, marks yet another 
milestone for Iran Air, as it celebrates its 56 
anniversary since establishment.

The A330 Family includes Freighter, VIP, and 
Military Transport/Tanker variants, has now 
attracted more than 1,500 orders. Over 1,100 
A330 Family aircraft are flying with more than 
100 operators worldwide. The A330 is one of the 
world’s most efficient aircraft with best in class 
operating economics.  

Boeing and CDB Aviation 
Lease Finance (CDB Aviation) 

announced an order for 30 737 
MAX 8 airplanes. The order was 
earlier unidentified on Boeing’s 
Orders & Deliveries website. 
The agreement may broaden 
communication and strengthen 
cooperation in different fields, 
bringing the partnership to a 
new level.

“Our commitment to our 
customers is to provide them 
with the most efficient and 
reliable products,” said Peter 
Chang, president and chief 
executive officer of CDB 
Aviation. “The 30 Boeing 737 
MAXs in our portfolio provide 
the competitive advantages of 
fuel efficiency, reliability and 
passenger experience they are 
looking for in the single-aisle 
airplane.”

“We are very pleased to 
expand our partnership 
with CDB Aviation with this 
announcement,” said Rick 

Anderson, vice president of 
Northeast Asia Sales, Boeing 
Commercial Airplanes. “As 
we work together with the 
new management team at 
CDB Aviation to address the 
opportunities presented in a 
rapidly growing market for 
commercial airplanes, we look 
forward to strengthening and 
growing our partnership in the 
very near future.”

The 737 MAX family offers 
brilliant performance, flexibility 
and efficiency, with lower 
per-seat costs and a complete 
range that will open up new 
destinations in the single-aisle 
market. The 737 MAX will be 14 
percent more fuel-efficient than 
most efficient Next-Generation 
737s – and 20 percent better 
than the original Next-
Generation 737s when they first 
entered service. The 737 MAX 
has more than 3,600 orders 
to date from 83 customers 
worldwide.

THAI and Airbus to evaluate new MRO business

Airbus has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with Thai 

Airways International (THAI) to evaluate the 
development of a major new maintenance 
and overhaul (MRO) facility at U-Tapao 
International Airport near Bangkok.

The MoU was signed in Bangkok on 8th 
March by Usanee Sangsingkeo, Acting 
President, Thai Airways International and 
Fabrice Brégier, President, Airbus Commer-
cial Aircraft. The signing was witnessed 
by Somkid Jatusripitak, Deputy Prime 
Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand.

The new MRO would be one of the most 
modern and extensive in the Asia-Pacific 
region, offering line and heavy maintenance 
services for a wide range of aircraft types. 
A new complex would feature the latest 
digital technologies to analyse aircraft main-
tenance data, as well as advanced inspection 
techniques, including the use of drones to 
monitor aircraft airframes.

The MRO campus would also include 
specialised repair shops, including a 
repair centre for composite structures, 
as well as a maintenance training centre 
offering extensive courses for technical 
personnel from Thailand and overseas.

“THAI has been studying the de-
velopment of a new MRO business 
with several potential partners and is 
pleased to have been able to reach this 
initial agreement with Airbus,” said 

Usanee Sangsingkeo, Acting President, 
Thai Airways International. “This facil-
ity will be a showcase maintenance 
hub for the region and will offer its 
services to airlines across the region 
and beyond.”

“This exciting new project will help to 
meet strong demand for maintenance 
services in the fast-growing Asia-Pacific 
region,” said Fabrice Brégier, President 
Airbus Commercial Aircraft. “With the 
fleet in the region set to almost triple 
to over 15,000 aircraft over the next 20 
years, this project represents a sound 
opportunity for Thailand to develop its 
footprint in the aerospace sector.”

This Airbus and THAI joint initiative 
will be a strategic contribution to the 
Eastern Economic Corridor designed by 
the Thai Government, in which U-Tapao 
International Airport is set to become a 
new aerospace hub in the region.
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South Korean start-up carrier 
KAIR Airlines announced it has 

chosen the A320 Family to launch its 
new low cost operation, with a firm 
order for eight A320ceo. The new 
airline will be based in Cheongju in 
central South Korea and will focus 
mainly on services to international 
destinations in North East Asia.

“We see enormous potential for 
the development of a low cost mod-
el linking central South Korea with 
destinations in China, Taiwan and 
Japan”, said Byung Ho Kang, KAIR 
Airlines Representative director and 
chairman. “KAIR Airlines will focus 
on point-to-point services at low 
fares while offering passengers a 

modern and fun product offering. 
Brand new A320 aircraft will be 
perfect for our business model and 
customers, combining the lowest 
operating costs with the widest 
cabin in the single aisle segment.”

“We have been impressed by the 
business model developed by KAIR 
Airlines,” stated John Leahy, Airbus 
chief operating officer, Customers. 
“We are confident that the effi-
ciencies offered by the A320 will 
contribute to a successful launch by 
KAIR Airlines, bringing more choice 
for passengers flying in the North 
East Asian region. The selection of 
the A320 by KAIR Airlines under-
scores once again the position of 
the Airbus single aisle product line 
as the preferred choice for low cost 
airlines in Asia.”

The A320 Family is the world’s 
best-selling single aisle product line. 
It has over 13,000 orders to date and 
more than 7,400 aircraft have been 
delivered to some 400 customers 
and operators worldwide.  

Boeing received five-year 
agreement to Sustain 
Republic of Korea F-15K Fleet

Boeing 737 MAX 8 receives FAA certification Safran signs SBH contract for new UK 
military training fleets

New South Korean start-up carrier KAIR Airlines 
orders eight A320s

Boeing has won a five-year agreement to 
continue long-term sustainment of the 

Republic of Korea Air Force’s (ROKAF) F-15K 
aircraft, supporting to the fleet’s readiness.
“This approach guarantees materials 

and technical support required for aircraft 
maintenance over many years while managing 
costs,” said Tim Buerk, director, F-15 sustainment 
in the Far East region and United States. “It also 
provides opportunities for us to utilize local 
industry to help maintain and manufacture F-15K 
components, cutting down on cycle times.”
Boeing has been sustaining the ROKAF’s F-15K 

fleet since 2012.
Hyundai Glovis, a Seoul-based, South Korean 

supplier, will partner with Boeing on logistics 
handling and supply chain distribution in country.  

Boeing announced that 
the 737 MAX 8 airplane 

has received the U.S. Federal 
Aviation Administration 
(FAA) has certification for 
commercial service. Boeing 
is now in the final stages of 
preparing for the first 737 
MAX 8 delivery to customers 
in the coming months.

Boeing undertook a 
complete test program that 
began just over one year 
ago with four airplanes, 
plus ground and laboratory 
testing. Following a rigorous 
certification process, the FAA 
granted Boeing an Amended 
Type Certificate for the 737 
MAX 8, verifying the design 
complies with required avia-
tion regulations and is safe 
and reliable.

“This certification is a true 

testament to the dedication 
and commitment of our 
entire MAX team throughout 
the process, from airplane 
design to flight testing,” said 
Keith Leverkuhn, vice presi-
dent and general manager, 
737 MAX program, Boeing 
Commercial Airplanes. “The 
Renton team looks forward to 
delivering superior efficiency, 
reliability and design to our 
customers as they start to 
receive their 737 MAX aircraft 
in the next few months.”

The 737 MAX 8 is the first 
in the family to be developed 
and meets customer demand 
in the heart of the single-
aisle market. The 737 MAX 
8 reduces fuel use and CO2 
emissions by an additional 14 
percent over most fuel-effi-
cient single-aisle airplanes.

Safran has signed a 
Support-By-Hour (SBH) 

contract covering engines 
operated by the UK Military 
Flying Training System 
(UKMFTS) program. The 
17-year contract between 
Safran Helicopter Engines 
UK and Airbus Helicopters is 
worth more than 100 million 
euros and relates to Arrius 
2B2Plus and Arriel 2E engines 
powering new fleets of H135 
and H145. In July 2016 Safran 
was selected to supply Arrius 
2B2Plus and Arriel 2E turbines 
for the H135 and H145 fleets.

Safran Helicopter Engines 
UK already provides similar 
services to the engines in 
AS350 single engine Squirrels 
currently operated by the UK’s 
Defence Helicopter Flying 

School. Safran is pleased to be 
going forward with Airbus He-
licopters, now in twin engine 
rotorcraft.

The Arrius 2B2Plus and Arriel 
2E combine modern technol-
ogy with enhanced reliability. 
The Arrius 2B2Plus is in de-
mand by operators conducting 
missions due to the growing 
share of H135 market. To date, 
Safran has delivered more 
than 3,150 Arrius engines to 
430 customers in 60 countries.

The Arriel is the most reliable 
engine solution within the 700 
to 1,000 shp range. Around 
12,000 units have been pro-
duced, together logging 46 mil-
lion flight hours. It now powers 
over 40 different helicopter 
types and is the best-selling 
engine in its class.
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Bombardier and SEA Prime sign agreement to open a 
new Bombardier Line Maintenance Station at Milano 
Linate Prime, Italy

The Airspace cabin takes a step closer for the A330neo

SEA Prime, the company managing 
the Fixed Based Operations (FBO) in 

Milano Linate Prime and soon operating 
in Milano Malpensa, and Bombardier 
have signed a contract to open a new 
Bombardier Line Maintenance Station 
within SEA Prime’s facilities at Milano 
Linate Prime as a part of Bombardier’s 

establishment of five new line 
maintenance stations across Europe.

Bombardier will provide line mainte-
nance services for Bombardier Learjet*, 
Challenger* and Global* aircraft in 
Milano Linate Prime. This agreement 
with Bombardier reflects the industry 
development of manufacturers be-

The Airspace by Airbus cabin, which 
offers a more relaxing and func-

tional environment for passengers while 
optimising the use of cabin space for 
airlines remains on track for its introduc-
tion on the A330neo jetliner version.

Airspace brings design and layout 
features for an interior that is more 
relaxing, stunning and functional 
resulting in an exceptional and leading 
passenger experience.

Cabin elements such as the galleys 
and lavatories will begin arriving this 
summer for A330neo to be delivered to 
an airline. Fit-checks have been carried 
out in advance for each monument, 
including flight-testing the new 
overhead bins on board an A330 
development aircraft last February.

Cabin equipment suppliers are 
working side-by-side with the company 
in a “plateau” environment, backed by 
careful supplier tracking and a major 
focus on maturity at Airbus’ Toulouse, 
France headquarters.

Rémi Crépel, head of A330neo cabin 

ing at the forefront in the provision of 
maintenance services, given the rapid 
evolution of the technologies used in the 
production of aircraft. It further con-
firms the leading international role that 
Milano Linate Prime has achieved since 
the relaunch of the company’s business 
aviation activities in 2015.

Chiara Dorigotti, general manager of 
SEA Prime, said, “We are delighted that 
a market leader such as Bombardier has 
chosen Milano Linate Prime to establish 
its presence in Italy. Since the launch of 
our industrial plan, in parallel with major 
investments in infrastructure, as the 
construction of the tenth hangar of over 
3,600 square meters and the develop-
ment of exclusive and high level services 
for both passengers and crews, we have 
worked on boosting the development of 
maintenance services as a new growth 
driver. The presence of a Bombardier Line 
Maintenance Station in Milano Linate 
Prime will bring further added value for 
our customers and confirms Milano Lin-
ate Prime as an attractive hub for interna-
tional investments and partnerships.”

at Airbus Commercial Aircraft, said 
passenger experience and airline 
performance are the key drivers in 
the Airspace cabin concept. “We want 
Airspace to provide levels of comfort 
that match the A350 XWB, whichever 
aircraft it is fitted on,” he explained. 
“The standard offer includes 18-inch 

economy seats, bigger luggage bins, new 
lavatories and a ‘welcome’ entry zone 
using customisable lighting. Airlines can 
also select cabin space-enablers, such 
as the combined lower deck rest area 
for flight crews that enables as many 
as 10 extra seats to be fitted in the main 
cabin.”
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Sikorsky, a Lockheed Martin company, 
remains dedicated to serve the 

growing technical and logistical support 
needs of more than 30 commercial 
operators who have acquired surplus 
UH-60A model helicopters from the 
U.S. Government. Sikorsky had held 
an annual meeting with commercial 
Black Hawk operators during Heli-EXPO, 
the world’s largest helicopter trade 

show and exposition organised by the 
Helicopter Association International. 
Sikorsky offers support in Alert Service 
Bulletins, maintenance and engineering.

“Integrating one or more medium-lift 
military helicopters into a commercial 
fleet as a business-generating asset can 
be a daunting proposition for many 
operators,” said Dina Halvorsen, Sikor-
sky’s director of aftermarket business 

The U.S. Air Force has awarded Boeing its third low-rate 
initial production aircraft lot after the successful refueling 

test flight of Boeing KC-46A tanker aided with Rockwell Collins’ 
Remote Vision System (RVS). The order includes 15 KC-46A 
aircraft as part of the plan to replace the Air Force’s tanker fleet. 
First deliveries of the KC-46A will begin later this year.

“The cutting-edge technology developed for the RVS defies 
anything that’s previously been used for airborne refueling,” 
said Dave Schreck, vice president and general manager, Airborne 
Solutions for Rockwell Collins. “This technology resulted from 
the hard work and innovative spirit of dedicated, professional 
teams from Rockwell Collins, Boeing and the Air Force. It also 
wasn’t just the RVS. This productive, collaborative environment 
applies to the numerous systems we’re providing on the KC-
46A.”

Apart from the RVS, Rockwell Collins provides integrated 
display system built on proven technology from the Boeing 787 
program to deliver significantly higher levels of reliability and 
safety, A Tactical Situational Awareness System (TSAS) proces-
sor to provide situational awareness to the crew, routing cues to 
keep away from imminent threats in the area, and understand-
ing of friendly entities, Signal data concentrator network, state-
of-the-art communications, navigation, surveillance, network-
ing, and flight control systems.

Rolls-Royce has extended 
support for operators of its 

RR300 engines powering Rob-
inson Helicopters R66 aircraft. 
It added new service locations, 
extended warranty coverage 
and updated technology. The 
RR300 was built for the Robin-
son R66 helicopter to provide 
best-in-class fuel consump-
tion and performance.

R66 operators have amassed 
more than 550,000 flight 
hours, with the RR300 engines 
proving to be as powerful, 
consistent and dependable 
as expected. The R66 is the 
best-selling light turbine 

helicopter in the world. Nearly 
800 RR300 engines have been 
delivered into the market for 
the R66.

Rolls-Royce has established 
the RR300 FIRST network to 
provide support for operators 
worldwide. It was recognized 
as the No. 1 helicopter engine 
manufacturer in the recent 
Professional Pilot turbine 
powerplant product operators 
survey.

Jerry Sheldon, Rolls-Royce, 
Helicopter service executive, 
remarked, “It was gratifying 
to be recognized with a No. 
1 ranking in the influential 
Professional Pilot survey for 
our support to customers. We 
continue to seek new ways 
to improve our support and 
focus on bringing innovation 
to benefit customers.”  

Sikorsky offers support for commercial 
Black Hawk operators

Rockwell Collins’ technology for 
the KC-46A to enter service soon

Rolls-Royce increases RR300 engine 
support for Robinson R66 helicopters

development. “We are continuing our 
outreach to this growing Black Hawk 
community to welcome them into the 
Sikorsky family, to better understand 
their support requirements, and adapt 
accordingly our response with the ap-
propriate levels of expertise that will 
ensure safety of flight.”

“We urge new Hawk operators to 
register their interest at our aftermarket 
support portal — www.sikorsky360.com,” 
said Halvorsen. “Once registered, opera-
tors can easily access a range of services, 
tap into our 40 years of experience sup-
porting Black Hawk aircraft, and learn 
new ways to standardize operational 
procedures with this versatile platform.”

“Sikorsky embraces these Black Hawk 
operators, who often are taking on 
humanitarian roles, such as plugging 
dams, supporting agricultural and 
wildlife conservation, and dropping 
water on house and forest fires,” said 
Jeanette Eaton, regional executive for 
North America. “We are impressed that 
new operators are transforming the 
Black Hawk as the ultimate ‘helitack’ or 
helicopter firefighting platform.”
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Bombardier Business Aircraft launches five 
line maintenance stations in Europe

Bombardier Business Aircraft an-
nounced its establishment of five 

new line maintenance stations across 
Europe. The facilities provide line main-
tenance support to Bombardier Business 
Aircraft customers in Europe, comple-

menting the tip-to-tail heavy mainte-
nance services provided by Bombardier’s 
Service and Support Network in the 
region and worldwide.

“This expansion is an integral part of 
our overall strategy to enhance OEM 

support for our European operators, 
including the opening of our brand 
new heavy maintenance facility at 
London Biggin Hill Airport,” said Jean-
Christophe Gallagher, VP and general 
manager, Customer Experience, Bombar-
dier Business Aircraft. “As a part of our 
commitment to offering an exceptional 
customer experience, we are delighted 
to continue to offer our customers 
expanded support, more resources and 
increased flexibility closer to their base 
of operations.”

The facilities are located in Linz, Austria; 
Nice and Cannes, France; and Milan and 
Olbia, Italy and provide scheduled line 
maintenance along with unscheduled 
and AOG maintenance support for Bom-
bardier Learjet, Challenger and Global 
aircraft in the Europe region. The five sta-
tions are connected to Bombardier Busi-
ness Aircraft’s 24/7 Customer Response 
Centre, as well as Bombardier Business 
Aircraft’s Customer Support Team.  
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Bombardier delivers sixth CS100 Aircraft to SWISS

Rolls-Royce’s M250 to hit 250 million flight hours in 2017

Bombardier has now delivered the 
sixth CS100 aircraft, the smaller vari-

ant game-changing C Series platform, to 
Swiss. Bombardier has delivered six CS100 

to SWISS and two CS300 to airBaltic.
“We are very proud to have delivered 

another C Series to Swiss and to 
continue building on the strong 

The Rolls-Royce M250 engine family 
will debut the 250 million flight 

hour milestone in 2017, a rare occur-
rence among any engine product in 
aviation history.
The Rolls-Royce M250 engine has been 

constantly upgraded since entering 
service and has powered more than 170 
different aircraft across rotor and fixed-
wing fleets. The latest variant in the 
evolution of the M250 – the M250-C47E 
– powers the new MQ-8C unmanned 
rotorcraft for the US Navy, the Boeing 
Ah-6i, and is in development for the 

new MD Helicopters 530-series aircraft.
Jason Propes, Rolls-Royce, senior vice 

president – Helicopters and Light Tur-
boprops, said,
“The most remarkable fact about the 

Rolls-Royce M250 line is the continual 
improvement over the years in power, 
fuel efficiency and ease of operation, 
enabling the M250 to sustain its place 
as the industry standard powerplant. 
It is an amazing story of understand-
ing the customer’s changing needs, 
and introducing innovation to enhance 
operations, reduce cost and make 

flight easier for pilots. We continue to 
work with customers interested in the 
M250 engine for adaptation in existing 
aircraft as the choice to power future 
platforms.”
The M250 was developed originally for 

US Army helicopters. Over the years, 
the engine has been tailored to multiple 
military and commercial helicopters and 
remains everywhere around the world, 
with about 16,000 M250 engines pres-
ently in service. The M250 is known for 
its dependable and great performance. 
Customers fly M250-powered aircraft 
across a wide range of industries such as 
oil and gas, tourism, law enforcement, 
medical evacuation and other industries 
and private uses. Nearly 33,000 M250 
engines have been delivered to custom-
ers over the years, and the combined 
fleet of aircraft will reach the 250 million 
flight hour mark in mid-2017.
Jason added, “That number – 250 

million flight hours – is simply amaz-
ing. And we’re not done. It’s merely a 
waypoint on a journey of continual 
improvement. The power needs of 
helicopter operators are continually 
evolving, and the M250 engine line will 
be there to meet those growing needs. 
We are proud of our past and equally 
excited about a successful future.”  

momentum generated by the successful 
entry into service of the C Series aircraft 
in 2016,” said Fred Cromer, president of 
Bombardier Commercial Aircraft. “We 
continue to ramp up production on the 
C Series in 2017, and as per our plan, the 
cadence of deliveries will increase in the 
second half of the year.”
The C Series continues to demonstrate 

great operational performance with 
both SWISS and airBaltic and have now 
accumulated over 5,500 flights.
“The C Series airliners have had very 

strong in-service performance to 
date,” said Rob Dewar, vice president, 
C Series Program, Bombardier Com-
mercial Aircraft. “The PW1500 pow-
ering the C Series is demonstrating 
strong operational performance and 
I am confident that the aircraft will 
continue exceeding customer and 
passenger expectations.”  
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VIH Aerospace completes ISO 9001 Audit successfully

Milestone Aviation announces €200M firm agreement with 
Airbus Helicopters

VIH Aerospace, a leading provider of 
global helicopter maintenance, man-

ufacturing, repair and overhaul (MMRO) 
services has received the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO) 
9001 Certification upon successful 
completion of its certification audit.

Arne Arneson, general manager 
for VIHA explains that his company 
undertook the initiative to achieve the 
ISO 9001:2015 standard immediately at 
the conclusion of Heli-Expo 2016; as a 
key step in fulfilling its strategic growth 
plan for its maintenance, repair and 
overhaul programs. Additionally, the 
program requirements would also help 
refine VIHA’s processes and controls and 
contribute to creating increased market 
share for VIHA’s newly-launched manu-
facturing department.

“The 9001:2015 ISO standard is the 
most current and inclusive, and it cap-
tures all aspects of a business to ensure 
the highest audit and monitoring crite-

ria are employed, resulting in operations 
running in the most efficient manner. 
In the case of VIHA, achieving ISO 9001 
certification means we now hold our-
selves to even closer scrutiny, and this 
will result in increased efficiencies and 
enhanced services and products for our 
customers,” explains Arneson.

VIH Aerospace performed a thorough 
analysis of every phase of its operations, 
including: finance, sales, purchasing, 
manufacturing, production and Quality 
Assurance in preparing for its audit to 
the ISO standard, and then made adjust-
ments accordingly. These modifications 
made sure that the company would 
perform in a manner that facilitates 
delivery of its wide range of services and 
products at the top standards to the ben-
efit its customers, and enabling VIHA to 
successfully make future adjustments to 
house the necessities of the aerospace 
industry.

Arneson concludes, stating that with 

Milestone Aviation Group Limited 
(“Milestone”), the world’s leading 
helicopter leasing and financing 
company, is pleased to announce a €200 
million firm agreement with Airbus 
Helicopters including H145, H135 and 
H175 helicopters. Delivery of the aircraft 
on order is listed to begin in mid-2017.

Milestone’s currently has 60 Airbus 
Helicopters consisting of H130, H135, 
H145, H155, H175 and H225s. In 2016, 
Milestone purchased 10 Airbus H145s 

supporting global EMS missions and 
believes there is large opportunity for 
this light-twin aircraft.

“Milestone was very active in 
emergency medical services and other 
parapublic segment in 2016, and this 
order gives us near-term availability 
for H145 and H135 aircraft to support 
growing demand for new technology 
in these segments,” said Milestone 
president and CEO, Daniel Rosenthal.

“We are honoured to partner with 

ISO certification as part of VIH Aero-
space’s tool-chest, his company and its 
global base of customers are poised for 
greater success in the helicopter MMRO 
industry.

VIHA offers a comprehensive suite of 
services that improve helicopter safety 
and reliability while increasing Return 
On Investment for operators including:

component overhaul, structural/
airframe repair, ADS-B installations, 
avionics and electrical modifications, up-
grades and installations, manufacturing, 
aircraft refurbishment and completions, 
scheduled inspections, paint, product 
engineering and Supplemental Type 
Certificate Development and parts/spe-
cial operations equipment sales.

Aircraft types supported by VIHA 
include:

• Sikorsky S-61/S-76/ S-92
• Bell Helicopter   

      205/206/212/407/222/230
• Airbus AS350/AS355/H130/H135

Milestone and General Electric. As the 
owner of the largest and most diverse 
fleet of commercial Airbus Helicopters 
in the world, they have truly innovated 
the helicopter industry and are uniquely 
placed to bring new technology and 
financing solutions to operators across 
missions,” said Guillaume Faury, CEO 
of Airbus Helicopters. “We are very 
pleased that Milestone is supporting 
operators with Airbus helicopters across 
diverse segments of the industry such 
as emergency medical services, police 
surveillance, search and rescue, utility, fire-
fighting and oil and gas crew transport.”

The H145 offers operators a large 
cabin, next-generation avionics, and 
powerful engines. The H175, Airbus 
Helicopter’s new generation medium-
sized rotorcraft, delivers on all counts 
with its long range, smooth ride, 
outstanding payload lift and exceptional 
cabin comfort. Similarly, the H135 
offers significant technology and 
improvements in performance and is 
the staple twin-engine platform in the 
global EMS market.
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Leonardo and Milestone Aviation 
Group Limited (“Milestone”) an-

nounced a contract for nine aircraft 
which includes six AW139 and three 
AW169 helicopters. The deliveries 
are expected in 2017 and 2018. The 
order, valued at €90 million, reaf-
firms Milestone’s commitment to the 
Leonardo “family” with an order book 
now consisting of AW169, AW139 and 
AW189 helicopters.

“Milestone has had great success 
with both the AW139 and AW169 in 
2016, and we continue to see an array 
of opportunities for these aircraft 
across missions around the globe,” 
said Daniel Rosenthal, president and 
CEO of Milestone. “The majority of the 
helicopters in this order have already 
been placed with customers to sup-
port contracts beginning in 2017 and 
2018.”

Milestone leased seven AW169 
aircraft in 2016 into geographically 
diverse emergency medical service 
segments, reinforcing the lessor’s 
focus on enabling life-saving mis-
sions globally. Milestone also leased 
11 AW139s in 2016, with most of those 
helicopters serving non-oil and gas 
missions, proving the adaptability of 
the aircraft.

“We are thrilled Milestone believes 
strongly in the capability and value 
delivered by Leonardo’s “family” of 
new technology, efficient, multi-role 
helicopters,” said Daniele Romiti, 
managing director of Leonardo Heli-
copters. “We look forward to Mile-
stone’s partnership in growing the 
fleet and operator base for the AW169, 
AW139 and AW189 through innova-
tive lease and debt solutions.”  

Barfield declared worldwide release of its 
groundbreaking app

Installment of FANS in oldest Challenger 604 by 
Jet Aviation in St. Louis

Milestone Aviation 
signs contract for AW169 
and AW139 helicopters 
with LeonardoBarfield, the leading manufacturer 

of Ground Support Test Equipment, 
announced the worldwide release of its 
new groundbreaking firmware upgrade 
technology of the DPS1000 using its ex-
isting tablet application. The new tech-
nology allows for fast upgrade of the 
DPS1000 firmware utilizing the mobile 
app developed for Android and iOS.

“The single largest logistics chal-
lenge to support a product that would 
continually improve is maintaining 
software compatibility. Our solution was 
to imbed the new DPS1000 firmware 
upgrade into the app” said Lew Wing-
ate, vice president, Ground Support Test 
Equipment & Distribution. “The devel-
opment of the DPS1000 and its initial 
application began a new era for Barfield 
Ground Support Test Equipment. >From 

the beginning our engineering and sales 
departments could foresee many new 
and exciting upgrades to both products 
in the future.”

The tablet application acts as a remote 
that automatically detects its firmware 
version once wirelessly connects to the 
DPS1000. Tt triggers an upgrade of the 
test set firmware if the Test Set version is 
older than the one that the app supports 
to match the app’s most recent version. 
Apart from this, the DPS1000 performs 
altimeter and static systems tests and 
inspections on a broad range of aircraft. 
The DPS1000 have additional features 
that can be used in other aircraft main-
tenance areas including Cabin Pressure 
and Inlet Barrier Filter (IBF) test mode. It 
can be fully operated either from their 
display screen or from the tablet app.

Jet Aviation has prepared the oldest 
Challenger 604 with the new Future 

Aircraft Navigation System (FANS). The 
installation was performed at its facility 
in St. Louis.

“The Challenger 604 that we installed 
the FANS in was the first one ever 
delivered to a customer back in 1995 and 
is the oldest one still flying,” said Blake 
Hogge, senior manager, Avionics Sales, 
at Jet Aviation in St. Louis. “Bombardier 
produced 363 Challenger 604s to replace 
the 601 model, and now the oldest one 
still in the air has the most modern 
navigation system available to assist 
the owner with navigation worldwide. 
We worked with Rockwell Collins to 
develop the STC (supplemental type 
certificate) for their FANS solution, and 
we completed the industry’s first FANS 
installations in Challenger 604s more 
than a year ago. We’ve completed more 
than 10 FANS installations in 604s so 
far.”

Jet Aviation’s service center in St. Louis 
completed the installation in the historic 
Challenger 604 in less than three weeks, 
delivering it to the owner two days 
earlier than the scheduled date. “It took 

some real dedication by our team, but 
we were convinced we could deliver 
exactly the product and the service the 
customer needed in the time he could 
give us,” Hogge said.

Customer Scott Wells, quality 
assurance manager for Presidential 
Aviation, said he chose Jet Aviation at 
St. Louis because of its obvious expertise 
in FANS installations. “St. Louis had the 
most knowledge and experience based 
on feedback we got from everyone else,” 
he said. “And St. Louis had the answers 
right away when we talked to them. We 
could immediately see the experience 
and the expertise. The whole process 
was really smooth. The FANS system 
is working great. We haven’t had any 
issues.”
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
E v e n t s

EVENT DATE VENuE
MRO Africa 13 to 15 March, 2017 Emperors Palace, Johannesburg, South Africa

The 4th China Aviation New Technology 
Forum (CANTF) 2017 12 -13 April, 2017 Shanghai, China

Civil Avionics International Forum 2017 18 -19 April, 2017 Pullman Shanghai South Hotel, China
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